
As I looked out at the assembled 2016 graduates at our Commencement ceremony 
on Thursday, June 9, I was struck by what these young adults collectively represented. As 
they face their futures, they have dreams and ambitions for which we have helped prepare 
them. They represent the very best of our community and we have invested a great deal 
of time and resources to prepare them to go forward and make their way in the world. 

It is estimated to cost $10,000 a year to educate a student in Lower Dauphin – 
multiply that by 13 years of education from kindergarten to 12th grade and you find an 
investment of $130,000 per student. There is also a time component to be considered. 
These students each spent almost 16,000 hours in the classroom with our teachers and 
staff learning the skills they will need to be productive members of society. Along with that 
investment of time and money, they received the ongoing support of family, friends and 
community members throughout their years.

It’s an old saying, but as you can see, it truly does take a village to educate a child. 
On behalf of our students, please accept my thanks for supporting the opportunities we 
provide in our schools here in Lower Dauphin.

We strive every day for excellence. Recognizing that it’s a journey and not a 
destination, we never allow ourselves to become complacent or rest. 

In this annual Report to the Community, you will find stories about how your schools 
are using technology to enhance student learning. You will learn more about our efforts to 
bring a full-day kindergarten program for our youngest students. You will read about the 
Not in Our Nest campaign and how students and staff are working together to enhance 
our schools’ climate and reduce bullying.

All of these efforts spring from our comprehensive plan which was developed through 
a community effort involving hundreds of stakeholder surveys, numerous meetings, and 
hours and hours of planning and developing objectives and goals. Out of that process 
came the four main goals which drive all of our efforts. 

Please know that we will continue to strive for excellence through these goals to 
ensure that our community’s support of our students receives the very best return on that 
investment. Lower Dauphin is a special place because of that unwavering support, and I 
am proud to be entrusted with the educational leadership of this district.

With Falcon Pride,

 Sherri L. Smith, Ed.D.
 Superintendent
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The mission of the Lower Dauphin School District is to engage all students in a customized educational experience 
that prepares them to be self-sufficient and contributing members of a global community.



The 2015-16 school year marked the halfway point of the Lower Dauphin School District’s Comprehensive Plan. The six-
year plan was approved by the state Department of Education in January 2013 as part of a requirement for all school districts in 
the Commonwealth. In Lower Dauphin, the creation of the plan involved a year-long process of evaluating current programs and 
student achievement. More than 100 staff members, parents, community members, and students came together in a number of 
committees to develop the plan for the district and for each individual school building. 
 Those committees reconvened to chart the district’s progress toward the goals contained in the plan and to re-certify that the 
Comprehensive Plan reflects the vision of the district community. 
 “In order to effect real and meaningful change in our educational practices, we felt there was value in completing the work we 
started to ensure that our students are prepared to meet the demands of a changing world,” said Dr. Smith. “This plan provides a 
road map to chart our progress in meeting the goals our school community felt were important.”
 Many of the objectives have technological components to them, but Dr. Smith cautioned that preparing students for the 21st 
Century is not just about infusing laptops and software into the curriculum. Students entering the workforce must develop strong 
critical thinking and interpersonal communication skills in order to be successful in an increasingly fluid, interconnected, and 
complex world. 
 “The old expectation was that students demonstrate the three R’s,” she said. “But now we’re also looking for them to be able 
to demonstrate the four C’s – creativity, communication, collaboration, and critical thinking.”
 Listed below are the four main goals and aligned objectives of the Comprehensive Plan. This publication, the district’s annual 
“Report to the Community,” provides updates on the past year’s work on these initiatives. Each story will be marked with a number 
to assist you in understanding where it fits into the plan.

1
The district will develop a system to provide for 
the consistent implementation of effective 21st 
Century instructional practices in all classrooms.

•  Incorporate 21st century skills into classrooms   
    instruction allowing for customized student 
    learning
•  Implement the new Teacher Evaluation &
    Supervision System  
•  Integrate technology into daily instructional 
    practices  
•  Provide online learning opportunities for faculty 
    and students  
•  Educate students to use problem-solving skills 
    to communicate, collaborate, and resolve conflict

2

3 4

The district will develop a system that ensures 
staff members in every school use standards-
aligned assessments to monitor student 
achievement and adjust instruction.

•  Vertically align district curriculum maps and      
    assessments for grades K-12 
•  Collaborate among members of district data 
    teams to analyze student results     
•  Analyze current grading practices to develop a 
    student grading system that takes into 
    account students’ creativity and technology 
    proficiency

The district will develop a system that 
promotes, enhances and sustains a positive, 
safe school climate.

•  Evaluate concerns about bullying from all 
    stakeholders
•  Research and implement bullying education 
    program and policies
•  Research, develop, and implement character, 
    social skills, and emotional wellness programs
•  Develop and maintain emergency response    
    plans for all schools

The district will establish a communication 
system that informs all stakeholders of 
procedures, policies, program enhancements 
and concerns that have an impact on the 
students, the district and the community as a 
whole.

•  Develop videos/webinars to educate parents/
    community on school programs and issues
•  Develop an electronic mailing list to dispense 
    regular communication to all stakeholders 
•  Provide for consistent communication with 
    district support staff including building-level 
    meetings

Vision Statement
For all students to be successful, it is our commitment to provide customized educational opportunities and quality 
instruction that promote creativity, collaboration and problem-solving in a safe, supportive environment. Our 
graduates will take their place in a global society as productive and responsible citizens and lifelong learners.

Comprehensive Plan



school and middle school. 
In addition to a greater wireless network, the 

district purchased computers for the one-to-one 
initiative in which every ninth- and 10th-grader 
received a laptop for their personal use. In addition, 
many more machines were purchased for elementary and 
middle school classes. 

The district also had to expand the internet connection 
capacity, more than doubling the speed from 250 megabits to 
550 megabits per second. For comparison’s sake, your cable 
modem delivers speeds of up to 20-38 megabits per second.

“From a hardware and network standpoint, we upgraded 
and expanded our capacity for users across the network,” 
Dr. Smith said. “Having the infrastructure in place will allow 
our teachers and staff to extend learning with internet-based 
lessons and other online opportunities.”

Technology plays important role in preparing students for future

1

Comprehensive Plan Comprehensive Plan
Lower Dauphin continues to invest heavily in technology to 

enhance learning opportunities for students at all levels. In the 
2015-16 school year, a special emphasis was made at the high 
school level with several exciting initiatives.

“At the high school level, our students are preparing to 
enter the workforce or postsecondary education so we felt it 
was critical that they are exposed to technologies which will be 
a part of their immediate futures,” said Superintendent Sherri 
Smith. “We also plan for an integrated approach to prepare our 
students in elementary school and middle school to embrace 
technology as a tool in their learning.”

Lower Dauphin has spent the last few years increasing the 
strength and coverage of the wireless network in our schools. 
The IT Department completed a district-wide survey of wireless 
coverage installing additional access points to boost signals at 
all the district’s schools – with priority being given to the high 

One-to-One initiative prepares high school students for 21st Century learning
In October, nearly 600 

ninth- and 10th-grade students 
at the high school received 
laptop computers to enhance 
their educational experience. 

Starting next year all incoming 
freshmen will receive laptops and by the 
2017-18 school year every student in the 
high school will have a district-provided 
laptop. The laptops feature touch-screen 
technology, Windows 8.1 operating 
system, and a variety of educational and 
productivity software. 

Through this initiative, Lower 
Dauphin High School is preparing 
students to live and work in a 21st 
Century world. For all students to be 
successful, this one-to-one initiative 
provides customized educational 
opportunities and quality instruction 
promoting creativity, collaboration and 
problem-solving.

What is One-to-One Computing?
One-to-one computing is a concept 

where every student has 24/7 access 
to the same laptop computer for use in 
every class and at home. The student 
and his parent/guardian are responsible 
for the care of computer. Any problems 
with the computer can be resolved in the 
Falcon Help Nest, a student-run help 
desk at the high school. (see related 
story on next page)

The point of the one-to-one initiative 
is to allow teachers to work with students 
in different ways and with different 

expectations than in the past. Students 
will expand their sources of research, find 
meaningful real world assignments, seek 
out legitimate digital information to solve 
real world problems, and collaborate with 
their peers, teachers, and subject area 
experts in new ways.

“Preliminary educational research 
shows that when students effectively use 
computers in the classroom, students 
are provided with deeper learning 
experiences and are more effectively 
able to apply 21st Century learning 
skills,” said Todd Neuhard, assistant to 
the superintendent: secondary education. 

“To compete in our global economy 
and equip our students for post-
secondary education, the district needs 
to provide a learning environment 
that integrates today’s digital tools, 

accommodates mobile lifestyles, 
and encourages students to work 
collaboratively in team environments.”

As with the implementation of any 
new initiative, there were a few problems 
to resolve. For instance, the filtering 
software would not allow students 
on some home internet providers to 
connect with the internet. However, after 
negotiating with these companies, all 
students were able to connect at home 
by January.

In student surveys, the district found 
that some students still preferred to 
use paper and pencil but others fully 
embraced the concept: “I think that the 
one-to-one program was a fantastic 
idea and I have definitely benefited 
from it,” said one ninth-grader. “I would 
encourage LDHS to consider continuing 
the program as it has helped me 

endlessly in the classroom, and I am 
sure that others feel the same.”

In the classroom, the laptops 
enabled students to view 
educational videos, create 
presentations and work 

collaboratively with their peers. 
As one teacher noted, “It seems 
that the achievement gap has 

been greatly narrowed because all 
students have access to the latest 

technology and can learn many of the 
skills necessary to be a 21st century 
literate citizen by graduation.”

1



lesson. The third group gets mini-lessons 
from the classroom teacher which can be 
tailored to meet the needs of the group or 
to preview or review concepts. 

When surveyed, students in 
the hybrid classrooms reported that 
these techniques gave them greater 
opportunity to have a personalized 
learning experience. Over 85 percent 
said they felt like they were in control of 
their own learning. More than 93 percent 
said they enjoyed the way they learned 
in class. 

Another key feature in the hybrid 
classroom is the ability for students to 
work at their own pace, according to Dr. 
Winner. “In a traditional classroom, some 
students may be waiting for their peers 
to catch up and some may be struggling 
to keep up,” he said. “The hybrid set-up 
provides flexibility and individual pacing.”

In the survey, 92 percent of 
elementary students reported being able 
to work at their own pace. More than 87 
percent said they liked having 
the opportunity to move 
ahead of their classmates 
if they understood 
the lesson and, 92.8 
percent said they 
liked having the 
opportunity to go 
back if they didn’t 
understand a lesson 
or needed more 
time.

Comprehensive Plan

Imagine a classroom where students 
work at their own pace, work together 
with their peers, or work in small groups 
with their teacher. That’s exactly what is 
happening in the “hybrid classrooms” in 
the district.

There are currently three teachers 
in the high school and another nine 
teachers at the middle school using a 
hybrid classroom model. There are also 
six hybrid classrooms at the elementary 
level with two more planned for next year.

“There’s a real power in this method,” 
said Douglas Winner, assistant to the 
superintendent: elementary education. 
“Students who have mastered concepts 
can work at their own pace and students 
who need additional help can find it 
without the need for out-of-class help.”

The elementary classrooms are 
found in fourth and fifth grades and 
feature the use of online programs and a 
set of laptops. Teachers undergo training 
in the instructional techniques applied 
in a hybrid classroom prior to the class 
being offered to students. 

In a typical hybrid classroom, 
students can be organized into 
three groups. One group will work 
independently on laptops using 
educational software which can 
automatically tailor lessons based on the 
student’s individual level and proficiency 
with the subject matter. Another group 
will work in small groups creating projects 
or working together in a collaborative 

Hybrid classrooms provide personalized learning experiences for students
At the middle school, 

sixth-graders on the orange 
academic team experienced 
hybrid classroom techniques 
to enhance their learning and 
also used a different academic schedule.

“Between the pacing and 
personalized learning in the hybrid 
classes and the schedule change, we 
feel these students had a unique learning 
experience,” said Principal Dan Berra. 

Close to 80 percent of the sixth-
graders reported that they felt they were 
in control of their learning. Almost 78 
percent reported that they were able to 
work at their own pace to learn. 

“That’s the power of the 
hybrid-learning model,” Mr. 
Berra said. “Between the 

software and small group 
instruction, students are 
able to work at their own 

pace without feeling 
frustrated.”

Ten Lower Dauphin High 
School seniors and juniors 
served as technology interns 
in the Falcon Help Nest – a 
student-run help desk located in 
the school library.

The Help Nest provides IT support 
to students and staff on a walk-in basis 
and opens 15 minutes before the start 
of school. During the day, there are 
students manning the help desk every 
period and after school, they remain 
open for an hour after the school day 
ends. 

“Putting students in charge of the 
help desk was a natural choice,” said 

Dr. Kevin White, director of IT services. 
“These students are digital natives 
who are very at ease with technology 
and applications. It was a no-brainer 
for students to be heavily involved in 
supporting our 1:1 initiative.”

Students get credit for their 
participation in the Help Nest as a co-
operative learning experience. While 
in the Help Nest, they work with IT 
Department personnel for hardware 
issues, resolve software issues, and are 
responsible for inventory and general 
operations of the help desk. In addition 
to the work experience, they are required 
to keep a log of their activities and write 

a response to open-ended questions in 
journals.

In addition to providing face-to-face 
help desk support, the students have 
created and uploaded tutorials to the 
district website on some frequently asked 
topics ranging from accessing web-
based student e-mail accounts to using 
the district’s software portal to download 
applications.

The inaugural group of students 
included Caley Sadler,  Lucas McCanna, 
Pete Lehman,  Sam Elliott, Callie Gipe,  
Danielle Gleim, Zach Klinger, Caleb Cole, 
Christian Erwin, and Madi Pence.

Help Nest student workers provide support to high school students, staff

1
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components, including student 
achievement on the Keystone Exams in 
algebra, biology and literature; bringing 
low-scoring students to higher levels of 
achievement, the graduation rate; and 
student participation and achievement 
on national tests like the SATs and the 
Advanced Placement Exams. The high 
school’s SPP score declined slightly from 
last year’s score of 91.9, but was still the 
second-highest high school in Dauphin 
County. 

In each of the district’s other schools, 
the standardized test scores are being 
used as a new benchmark since PSSA 
tests changed last year and covered new 
content contained in the Pennsylvania 
Core Academic Standards. 

District purchased two properties in 2015-16 for future needs
The Lower Dauphin School Board of 

Directors approved the purchase of two 
properties adjacent to the high school 
property in the 2015-16 school year.

The first, located at 101 Division 
Street, Hummelstown, was purchased 
for $200,000. Built in 1904, the two-story, 
1,845 square-foot house sits on three-
quarters of an acre on the north side of 
the high school property. 

Superintendent Sherri Smith says 
the first floor of the house has been 
converted into a “living laboratory” for 
students in the high school’s special 
classrooms. (see related story at right) 
The upper floor will be used for additional 
office space for district staff.

Then in November, the school board 
approved a resolution to purchase the 
rear of the property located at 286 Quarry 
Road, Hummelstown for $181,000. This 
property contains a two-story, 1,656 
square-foot building and seven-tenths of 
an acre of land.

Superintendent Sherri Smith said this 
property will be used for much needed 
office and work space. 

“Our high school campus is 
landlocked,” she said. “In the short-term 
we will be able to do some creative 
things with these properties, but they 
also provide us some flexibility for future 
campus expansion if ever needed.”

Comprehensive Plan Comprehensive Plan

New content being tested results in lower scores across state

(Continued on Next Page)
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The first students to use the 
house the district purchased on 
Division Street were those served 
in the district’s life skills classrooms. 
These students will utilize the house 
as a “living lab” to practice basic skills 
like cooking, cleaning and taking care 
of a house.

“It provides a ‘real’ atmosphere 
that mimics a typical home where 
students are practicing life and 
independent living skills,” said 
Monica Hockenbrock, teacher. 
“The house provides a one-to-
one peaceful learning 
atmosphere for 
the students.”  

The house 
was equipped 
with furniture 
donated 
by 

Living Lab provides students with real world experiences
Lower Dauphin staff members and 
has a fully functioning kitchen and 
laundry room as well as a living room 
and dining room. In the past, they 
utilized a classroom with a stove and 
sink and simulated an apartment 
setting.

“The house provides our students 
with a life-like experience to prepare 
them for their future lives,” said 
Superintendent Sherri Smith. “I’m 
very pleased we are able to offer this 
kind of experience for our students.”

In the house, students are 
learning basic independent living 
skills like dusting, cleaning a 
bathroom, vacuuming, mopping, 

baking, preparing meals, 
cleaning dishes, sorting, 
folding and washing 
laundry, and making a bed.

The students are 
very excited about 
their new learning 
environment and Ms. 
Hockenbrock said 
they enthusiastically 
tackle chores around 
the house. 

Due to testing changes at the state 
Department of Education it is practically 
impossible to compare the standardized 
testing scores for six of Lower Dauphin’s 
seven schools with the previous year’s 
performance. This is because the state 
was resetting baseline scores under 
the Pennsylvania System of School 
Assessment (PSSA) testing. 

As a result, only the high school was 
able to receive a score in the state’s 
School Performance Profile (SPP) 
system because it uses Keystone Exams 
instead of the PSSA to calculate that 
score. 

The high school received an 84.9 
SPP score in the 2014-15 school 
year. That score is made up of several 

“This year’s results 
should be viewed as a new 
benchmark to determine 
growth in future years,” 
Superintendent Sherri 
Smith explained. “Due to the new test, 
scores across the state declined and the 
Department of Education did not publish 
School Performance Profiles.”

Proficiency rates in grades 3-8 
across the state dropped by an average 
of 35.4 percentage points in math 
and 9.4 percentage points in English/
language arts (ELA) on the PSSA exam.

Dr. Smith did point out, however, 
that the district’s scores have remained 
proportionally higher than the state-



without a preschool experience and 
find themselves learning social and 
academic skills at the same time,” said 
Dr. Douglas Winner, assistant to the 
superintendent: elementary education. 

“A full day in the classroom will give 
them more time to be able to explore 
and learn at their own rate and engage 
in developmental play and socialization.

“In the full day setting there is 
obviously more time which can be spent 
in individualized instruction and in free 
play. Students can make great progress 
in social skills and receive more 
reinforcement of positive behaviors 
leading to higher self-esteem and 
independence.” 

Comprehensive Plan

Test scores: LD students continue to achieve higher scores than state average

Three Lower Dauphin elementary 
schools will host full-day kindergarten 
classrooms next year in a pilot program 
to test if the concept will be practical for 
the entire district.

“This has been a dream of mine 
for years,” said Superintendent Sherri 
Smith. “The research is clear that 
students will see a tremendous boost in 
school readiness in a full-day program. 
However, the financial implications over 
the past few years in Pennsylvania have 
been holding us back. 

“We’re at a point now that our 
finances and enrollments are such that 
we should be able to implement this 
next year at three schools at virtually no 

additional cost and then, if everything 
goes well, district-wide at a minimal cost 
in the following year.”

The three schools hosting a 
full-day kindergarten classroom 
are Londonderry Elementary, Nye 
Elementary, and East Hanover 
Elementary. These elementary schools 
have the highest percentage of 
economically disadvantaged students in 
the district. 

A focus of the program will be 
to ensure that students identified 
as needing additional social skills 
development will be in the full-day 
classroom.

“Many students come to school 

Full-day kindergarten to become a reality next year in LD

wide average in both mathematics 
and in English/language arts (ELA). 
Individually, Lower Dauphin schools 
continued achievement is greater than 
the state average when comparing 
the percentage of students scoring 
advanced or proficient:

At Conewago Elementary School, 
students in grades 3-5 had higher test 
scores than the state average in both 
ELA (81.9 percent vs. 60.7 percent) and 
in math (64.7 percent vs. 45.3 percent).

East Hanover Elementary School 
students in grades 3-5 also out-
performed their peers across the state in 
both ELA (68.4 percent vs. 60.7 percent) 
and in math (58.4 percent vs. 45.3 
percent). 

Londonderry Elementary School’s 
scores for students in grades 3-5 were 
higher than the statewide averages in 
ELA (76.4 percent vs. 60.7 percent) and 
in math (61.4 percent vs. 45.3 percent).

Third- through fifth-graders at Nye 
Elementary School bested their peers’ 
scores across the state in ELA (73.2 
percent vs. 60.7 percent) and in math 
(54.7 percent vs. 45.3).

South Hanover Elementary School 
students in grade 3-5 also scored higher 
than the state average in both ELA (86.1 
percent vs. 60.7 percent) and in math 
(73.8 percent vs. 45.3 percent). 

Lower Dauphin Middle School 
students’ scores in grades 6-8 were 
higher than the statewide average in 
ELA (73 percent vs. 59 percent) and in 
math (50 percent vs. 34 percent)

“We look forward to seeing our 
students’ results from the 2015-16 
school year and see how they compare 
as we move ahead with teaching to 

School Achievement Scores
 on PSSAs & Keystone Exams

2014-15
Math       English/       Science
  Language Arts

  LD High School       78    80    69      
  LD Middle School       50    72    73
  Conewago Elementary     65    82    96
  East Hanover Elementary     58    68    79
  Londonderry Elementary     61    76    89
  Nye Elementary School     55    73     86
  South Hanover Elementary    74    86    87

Scores reflect the percentage of students
in tested grades/subjects scoring proficient or advanced

these new standards,” Dr. Smith said.
The results from the 2015-16 school 

year are currently being tabulated at 
the state Department of Education and 
will be released at the end of summer. 
Students will receive their individual 
test scores later this summer. More 
calculations are required to develop 
school scores, so those results will likely 
be released some time in the fall.

(Continued from Previous Page)



sometimes just takes 
one voice to make 
everyone count.

The overall 
focus for the Not in 
Our Nest campaign 
at Lower Dauphin 
Middle School is 
for all to share in 
the responsibility 
to provide students 
and adults with a 
safe and supportive 
environment to learn, work, and play 
through the use of common language, 
holding people accountable for meeting 
behavior expectations, consistently 
implementing lessons, and supporting 
the development of appropriate 
social skills. Last year’s lessons were 
delivered by homeroom teachers and 
addressed four critical areas: being 
a good online citizen, social media 
and relationships, and the impact a 
bystander has on a situation. 

“Through collaborative discussions 
and engaging lessons, students and 
teachers were able to explore these 
topics and address questions and 
concerns related to the content,” said 
Assistant Principal Maria Miller.

High school also reinforces the 
lessons about bullying, cyberbullying 
and how students have an important 
role to create a safe and supportive 
school environment. Assistant Principal 
Jill Freedman said there is also flexibility 

THINK
    T - Is it True?
    H - Is it Helpful?
    I - Is it Inspiring?
    N - Is it Necessary?
    K - Is it Kind?

Comprehensive Plan
‘Not in Our Nest’ campaign helps create safe, supportive schools
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Lower Dauphin students continue 
to receive consistent messages that 
bullying and mean behaviors will not be 
tolerated in our schools.

The “Not in Our Nest” campaign is 
designed to make sure that students 
are aware of the importance 
of each person in ensuring a 
safe and supportive school 
community. And after two 
year’s of implementation, 
Dr. Douglas Winner, assistant to the 
superintendent: elementary education, 
said there’s a lot of positive things going 
on in district schools.

“We’re very excited with the way 
the Not in Our Nest campaign has 
resonated with students,” he said. 
“Students have adopted and learned 
the lessons and are using it in their daily 
lives.”

He pointed to the example of a 
first-grader at Londonderry Elementary 
School who was faced with a situation 
and recognized that it wasn’t a “kid-
sized” problem and got help from a 
neighbor.

“This isn’t just a school skill,” Dr. 
Winner said. “This is a life skill and it’s 
one that can make a positive impact in 
our community.”

The campaign is also designed to 
be developmentally appropriate. 

At the elementary level, there are 
lessons in the classroom and books 
which students and teachers read 
together. The books read are “Have 
You Filled a Bucket 
Today?” by Carol 
McCloud, “The Juice 
Box Bully” by Bob 
Sornson and Maria 
Dismondy, and “One” 
by Kathryn Otoshi. 
In “Have You Filled 
a Bucket Today?” 
students learned about 
the importance of 
being kind to others. 
“The Juice Box Bully” 
empowers students 
to stand up for others. 
“One” teaches about 
accepting each other’s 
differences and how it 

at the high school level to allow 
administrators and teachers to create 
lessons which will address specific 
needs which may arise during the year.

“If we’re seeing a problem with 
online behaviors, we might include a 
second lesson on being a good online 
citizen,” she said. “Or if we’re seeing 
things in the hallway or cafeteria, 
we might discuss the importance of 
bystanders to get involved.”

At every level, from kindergarten to 
12th grade, students are reminded of 
the two mnemonic devices to help them 
remember how to conduct themselves 
and how to respond to inappropriate 
behavior. The first is T.H.I.N.K. which 
reinforces how students should conduct 
themselves. The second is S.H.A.R.E. 
which helps students remember how to 
deal with problems that may arise.

“We continue to come back to 
THINK and SHARE,” Dr. Winner 
said. “Those are the keystones of the 
campaign, but it’s also important for us 
to help empower bystanders and help 
enhance the entire school environment 
to be more safe and supportive.” 

SHARE
     S - Size up the problem
     H - Help yourself and others
     A - Assert yourself
     R - Report responsibly
     E - Empower yourself and others
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Senior citizens welcome to get involved in school activities

Senior citizens in Lower Dauphin 
have plenty of opportunities to keep 

involved in our school programs.
 All of our school district concerts 
are free and open to the public. If you 
would like to know dates and times of 
a particular ensemble’s performance, 
please check the district website or 
contact a school for a district calendar.
 The district also offers a free 
admission card to all Lower Dauphin 
home sporting events. To be eligible 
for the Falcon Friend Card, senior 
citizens must be 65 or older and reside 
in the Lower Dauphin School District. 
To receive a card, please contact Jim 
Hazen, district community relations 
coordinator, at 566-5307.
 The high school provides an annual 
free preview of the spring musical on 
the Wednesday morning before opening 
night. Before the preview performance, 
high school students in the Volunteen 
Club help serve a free breakfast to the 
senior citizens attending the show. 
 The Volunteen students also host 
an annual Senior Citizens Prom every 

spring. This free event features music, 
dancing, food and door prizes. A highlight 
of the event is the crowning of the king 
and queen.
 Senior citizens are also invited to 
volunteer in our schools either directly 
with students in areas like tutoring to 
simply making copies and helping out.
 “We recognize that our senior 
citizens have a lot to offer our students,” 
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said Dr. Sherri Smith, superintendent. 
“We hope they consider sharing their 
experiences with our students.”
 For Lower Dauphin residents over 
the age of 70, the district provides relief 
from the occupation assessment tax. 
This tax relief is provided automatically 
through the district’s census records. 
If you feel you are being taxed in error, 
contact Bobby Grove at 566-5311.


